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Wffi
WW. News, Conferences and Happenings

The Sunshine Coast State of the

Region Conference

Co ol u m Hyott, Quee n slon d

z4 June, zoo5

The Conference is being co-hosted by SCRIBE

(Sunshine Coast Research lnstitute for Business

Enterprise) ofthe University of Sunshine Coast and

the Committee for Economic Development of

Australia.

The Conference wilt provide an up to date review of

the economic, social and environmentaI trends on

the coast and hightight recent research presently

being undertaken.

Website detaits wit[ be posted soon.

Dr Scott Prasser

Director

Sunshine Research lnstitute for Business Enterprise

(scRtBE)

University of the Sunshine Coast

Maroochydore DC 4558
Phone: (o7) 5459 4494
Fax: (o7) 5430 7231

Emai[: sprasser@usc.edu.au

International Conference on

Issues, Problems and ProsPects in

Southeast Asia: The GeograPhical

Perspective (IPPSEA)

12 - 13 September, zoo5

Eastin Hotel, Petaling Jaya, Selangor Daru

Ehsan, Malaysia

The Department of Geography, University of

Mataya, is organising an international conference it

celebration of the roo-year anniversary of the

University of Mataya. The conference wit[ debate

issues, problems and prospects in the Southeast

Asian region (individuat countries, subregions, or

the region as a whole) from the geographical

perspective.

Papers are invited on the following topics:

. Urban/social issues;

. Transportation;

. Environment;

. Biotechnology;

. Agricutture and rural issues;

. Population and migration;

. Economy/industrialisation;

. Tourism; and

. Politics

lmportant Dates
. Deadline for submission of abstracts:

rst Juty zoo5
. Deadline for submission of futt papers:

1st August 2oo5.

Poster presentations are also invited for ongoing

research proiects.

Sustaining
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For further detaits contact:

The Secretariat

I nternationaI Conference on I PPSEA 2oo5-o2-23

C/- Department of Geography

Faculty of Arts & SociaI Sciences

University of Malaya 5o6o3
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Emait: ippsea@yahoo.com

http://geografi.um.ed u.my

CFP: 10th International
Metropolis Conference
Toronto, Canada

17 - 2l October, zoo5

The lnternational Metropolis Project

The lnternationaI Metropolis Pro,ject aims to
strengthen research, poticy and practice on issues

related to migration, inctuding migration flows and

their management, integration, and diversity. lts
activities include conferences, publications and co-

ordinated exchanges that encourage dialogue,
analysis and innovative approaches to migration-
related policy at all levels of government. The

Metropolis networl< brings together people from a
range of bacl<grounds and disciptines, with
members from more than zo countries and

internationaI organisations who share a vision of
interconnectivity among migration research, policy,

and practice.

The lnternationaI Metropolis Project is committed
to co[[aboration between countries and, in

particular, between those in the research, poticy

and community sectors. The worl< of the Metropolis
Prolect demonstrates this commitment and is, in

large part, the reason for its success. Through its
various initiatives, the Metropolis Project supports
the development of poticy that is based on solid
research, informed thought and a keen

understanding of the issues.

The zoo5 Conference marl<s the roth anniversary of
the lnternational Metropotis Project.

Our Diverse Cities: Migration, Diversity and Change

The roth lnternationaI Metropolis Conference witI
feature some of the wortd's key thinl<ers who witt
stimulate debate on questions such as:

. How does increasing diversity affect the

economic, sociat, cultura[, iustice, and politicaI

aspects of the world's cities?

o What are the benefits and chattenges of diversity
for our societies?

. To what extent are national migration poticies

consistent with the interests of the cities that
become home to migrants?

r What are our best available poticy and program

options? How can they be made transferable
from one setting to another?

r What are the respective roles of national and

locaI governments in ensuring the best outcomes

for att? What ought to be the role of international
and intergovernmentaI organisations in

managing migration?

. How can we more effectively tal<e advantage of
the wealth of research that is being carried out
worldwide on these issues?

The unwavering pace of international migration is

dramaticalty changing the world's cities.

lmmigrants, refugees, temporary worl<ers, and

migrants primarily settle in urban areas where
populations have become increasingly diverse with
respect to cutture, race, language, religion, and

eth n icity.

These forms of diversity intersect with those of
gender, ctass, abitity, and sexual orientation,
thereby producing a diversity of greater depth that
poses yet greater challenges for our societies.

While some cities have embraced this rapidty
deepening diversity as a strength, even as a

competitive advantage, others are struggting with the

sociaI and governance challenges that it presents.

Atthough national governments regulate entry to
states, it is usually their cities that must respond to

the resulting social changes. When changes arise

from [arge-scate migration over a long period of time
and from a wide range of countries, governments

and service providers must work exceptionally hard

to develop the poticy and program measures

required for healthy and successfuI nations and

communities. Atl orders of government, as well as

the many organisations of civiI society active in the

fietds of migration and diversity, face a range of
dilemmas in addressing integration, diversity
management, multiculturalism, and sociaI inclusion.
At the same time, they face the delicate challenge

of precluding sociaI exclusion, discrimination,
marginalisation, and profiling.

The Conference aims to tal<e the discussion beyond

the familiar rhetoric to discern which poticy and

program measures can be beneficial and how they
can be implemented in order to achieve the desired

results.



Who Should Attend

The zoo5 Metropotis Conference witt be of interest

to poticy makers, administrators and

representatives from non-governmental

organisations (NGOs) as wel[ as academic

researchers. Metropolis wants to reach a[[ those

with a professional interest in international

migration and urban management issues.

Graduate students and interested stakeholders in

the private sector are encouraged to attend this

event. A special registration fee will be made

avaitable for graduate students and NGO

re p rese ntatives.

Please note: The Metropotis Proiect does not have

the financiaI resources to support participants and

worl<shop presenters. Participants and worl<shop

presenters need to secure their own funding to

participate at this event.

Contact Details
Metropolis zoo5 Secretariat

You can reach the Metropolis zoo5 Conference

Secretariat at:

IeI: +r-4t6392-4990
E-mai[: metropoliszoo5@toronto.ca
Robert Davis - Proiect Manager

Znd State of Australian Cities

Conference
Griffith lJniversity, Southbank, Brisbane

30 November - 2 December, zoo5

Following the successfuI State of Australian Cities

Conference held in December zoo3, the Austratian

Sustainable Cities and Regions Network, has

announced that it witt convene the znd State of

Australian Cities conference in Brisbane. The

conference wi[[ be hosted by the Urban Research

Program (URP) at Griffith University.

Themes

The Conference wi[[ focus on the contemporary form

and structure of Australian cities. The overarching

conference meta-themes wi[[ be: The Sustainabitity

and Vulnerabitity of Urban Australia.

The proceedings witt be grouped into six key sub-

themes, each the focus of one of more conference

sessions and each with its own mutti-disciplinary

Editorial Review Panet:

. The city economy - economic change and labour

market outcomes of globalisation, [and use

pressures, changing employment locations.

. The sociat city - inctuding poputation, migration,

cultures, immigration, polarisation, equity and

disadvantage, housing issues, recreation.

. The environmental city - sustainable

development, management and performance,

naturaI resource management, [imits to growth,

impacts of air, water, climate, energy

consumption, naturaI resource uses,

conservation, green 5pace.

. Changing city structures - the emerging

morphology of the city - inner suburbs, middle

suburbs, the CBD, outer suburbs and the urban-

ruraI fringe, the city region.

. City governance - finance, taxation, provision of

urban services, pubtic policy formation, planning

urban government, citizenship, accountability

and the democratic process.

o lnfrastructure - transport, mobitity, accessibitity,

communications and lT, water supply and

sewerage and other urban infrastructure
provision.

Organisation
The Conference will run for two and a hatf days.

5ub-theme sessions will run concurrently. A[[

sessions will be chaired by members of the theme

selection committees, who wilt also select

rapporteurs for the plenary sessions. A finaI plenar

on the last day witt bring together the themes and

provide an opportunity for delegates to develop a

research agenda.

Costs wil[ be minimised in order to make the

Conference as inctusive as possibte.

Conference registration detaits will be provided at

the U RP's website: www.griffith.ed u.au /centre/ urp

Submissions of Paper Proposals

Registration of interest in presenting a Conference

paper shoutd be sent in the first instance to:

Professor Patrick Troy,

Secretary to the National Sponsoring Committee at
patricl<.troy@an u.ed u.au

Or by post to: Centre for Resource and

Environmental Studies

Buitding 43, Australian Nationa[ University, ACT. ozot

PhD Scholarships
We invite apptications from suitabty quatified

persons for two PhD Scholarships funded by an

Australian Research CounciI Discovery Grant.

Commencing in zoo5, the proiect will investigate

Sust:rining Regions



governance issues in non-metropotitan regions. lts
inter-disciplinary team of Chief lnvestigators
includes Professor Brian Doltery and Associate

Professors NeiI Marshatl and Tony Sorensen from

the University of New England's Centre for Local

Government.

SuccessfuI applicants wi[[ worl< with the Chief
lnvestigators on one of the fotlowing specific
projects.

Project r: Alternative models of locaI governance for
ruraI and regionaI Australia.

The PhD student awarded this Scholarship witt work
primarity with Professor Brian Dollery to identify
feasibte modets of locaI governance for rural and
regionaI communities, especially in Northern NSW.

It wit[ test their relative efficiency and effectiveness

on a range of criteria inctuding service delivery,
infrastructure provision, and social sustainability,
using real and simulated data. The prolect requires

travel in northern NSW and occasional visits to
Canberra and Sydney.

Project z: Changing patterns of regionaI governance

in ruraI and regional NSW

This project witI emptoy case studies to analyse the
intersection of Australia's three formal tiers of
government, their client agencies, and ad hoc

regional networks in the delivery of pubtic services,
infrastructure suppty, and regionaI or community
development. lt witI examine especially the
effectiveness and efficiency of related strategies
and programs and how new patterns of regional
governance May be emerging. The project involves
fietd-worl< in selected regions, and the selected

student wil[ primarity worl< with Associate
Professors Tony Sorensen and NeiI Marshatt.

Award: Each Schotarship carries a stipend of
$zo,ooo p.a. for three years and funds are also

avaitable for relevant fieldworl<. Applicants may
specify an interest in either or both of the positions.
Those appointed wi[[ have a strong academic
bacl<ground in one or more of the foltowing fletds:
economics, potiticat science, public administration,
geography, or locaI government, together with an

interest in Australian local government and/or
regional governance.

Further information: PotentiaI applicants for
Project r should contact Professor Brian Doltery on
(oz) 611125oo or emait bdollery@une.edu.au.

Those interested in Project z should contact
Tony Sorensen (oz 6773 z5oo,
Tony.Sorensen@une.edu.au) or Neil Marshatl
(oz 677 247 5, nmar sha[@u ne.ed u.au).

General information on research at UNE can be

found at: http: //www.une.edu.au/research-
services/phd.html. Lool< especially at the
Ph D rules: http://www.une.edu.au/research-
services/ phd post/ Ph Drutesr-r-zoo5.doc.

Apptication: Appticants shoutd use the apptication
form found at the foltowing web-site:
http://www.une.edu.au/research-services I Home I
phdapp.doc, and include a sample of their academic
writing not less than zooo words in length.
Apptications shoutd be addressed to Professor
Brian Dollery, SchooI of Economics, University of
New England, Armidale NSW 235r, Australia.

Closing date: Friday r Aprit, zoo5, however after
this date ptease contact Professor Brian Doltery to
ctarify if either position is still open.

Beyond Clusters: Current
Practices & Future Strategies

Ballarat, Australia

30 June - t July, zoo5

The cluster conference is hosted by the Centre for
RegionaI lnnovation & Competitiveness (CRIC) at

the University of Batlarat. CRIC is inviting scholars

and practitioners to submit papers for presentation

at the conference.

The conference wit[ address a range of critically
important themes relating to clustering. Papers are

welcomed on the following topics:

e Cluster Policy
. Ctustering Tools
. Ctuster Measurement and Benchmarking
. Sl<ills and training
. Cluster investment and attraction
. Beyond Ctusters

The conference wi[[ result in two refereed
publications: a speciaI journaI edition on clustering
and refereed conference proceedings pubtished by

VURRN press. FutI papers wi[[ be subject to a
doubte btind peer review process. lf you are

interested in contributing to one ofthese refereed
publications, ptease submit an abstract of up to 4oo
words no later than z9 April, zoo5. Full papers will
be due by z7 May, zoo5.

For more information and guidelines for
submissions, please visit our website at:

http://www.cric.com.au or contact Dr Patrice Braun

on (o3) fi27-9465 or email
p.braun@ba[[arat.edu.au


