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Editor’s Notes

It is our great pleasure to present this issue of the Australasian Journal
of Regional Studies (AJRS), our only issue for 2025. As noted in the
editor’s report to the ANZRSAI AGM in December, this past year we have
continued to develop the pipeline of articles under review, making the
journal more sustainable. This progress reflects our collective effort and
dedication, which we hope inspires continued support from our readers and
contributors. However, as has been the case for the last several years,
difficulties with reviewers and with authors’ re-submission turnaround
have continued to hamper our efforts to produce timely issues of the
journal. Having said that, there is a pipeline of papers at various stages of
review, and the journal's publication schedule looks secure from 2026, with
timely issues expected.

The four articles in this issue cover a variety of topics in regional science
and regional studies. The first article, by Hoang-Anh Duong, Xuan-Binh
(Benjamin) Vu, Tam-Hoa Vu, Nhu-Quynh Le, Thi-Hang Tang, and Trung-
Hieu Le, examines output divergence and club convergence across 63
provinces in Vietnam during the study period 2010-2023. The question of
whether subnational regions move along a single common development
path is important because it can help us to understand spatial inequality. In
the case of Vietnam, this paper demonstrates that Vietnamese provinces
are sorting into convergence clubs, suggesting that subnational growth in
Vietnam is shaped by location, investment, and proximity to major
economic centres rather than by uniform national catch-up. For its insights
into regional development in an important developing-country context, this
paper is a deserved winner of the John Dickinson Memorial Award for the
best paper in AJRS for 2025.

The second article, by Hemali Kanthilanka and Ross Kingwell, explores
the export grain supply chain across Australian states. They find that grain
producers in Australia benefitted from an increase in the velocity of
Australia’s export grain supply chains. However, this presents a risk of
higher food inflation if a prolonged drought were to strike eastern
Australia, unless there is greater investment in grain storage and increased
grain production. This study is important, as it highlights the tension
between export competitiveness and domestic food security, showing how
climate risk, interregional grain flows, and state-specific market conditions
shape regional vulnerability and policy needs.

The third article, by Subrata Dutta, explores the rural urbanisation
process and the development of rural non-agricultural activities in West
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Bengal, India, an area of substantial urban growth. They find that districts
with better infrastructure have higher percentages of non-agricultural
enterprises employing hired workers, reinforcing the link between
infrastructure and non-agricultural activity growth. This reiterates the
importance of infrastructure in supporting the growth of rural non-farm
activities and local employment, making this paper highly relevant to
debates on spatial inequality, peri-urban transformation, and place-based
regional development policy in India and elsewhere.

The fourth and final article, by Sandra Leutwiler, examines economic
development planning for the Katherine region of the Northern Territory
of Australia from 2014 to 2021 and contrasts this with a place-based
development approach. This analysis highlights that formal economic
strategies in the Katherin region are focused primarily on industries and
projects that increase revenue for higher levels of government and large
corporations, rather than creating local employment. This paper is
important, as it provides justification for place-based development that
prioritises local employment, diversification, and more sustainable
regional outcomes. This paper is also notable for having been written by
an Honours student at the University of New England, and credit should
also be extended to her supervisor, Neil Argent, for shepherding the paper
through the publication process on her behalf.

Professor Michael P. Cameron, Professor Rolf Gerritson, and Professor
Azizur Rahman

Editors

December 2025



